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Whether the Common Caſes and Wants of Chriſtians * 
can be ſo well expreſs d in one Conſtant Form, as in 
a Conceiv'd Prayer ? 


T is objeted, That not only the Caſes of particu- 
lar Chriſtians, but the an Caſes of Chri. 
ſtian Societies and Aſſemblies are ſubje& to infi- 
nite Changes and Alterations, that they have 

many times new Judgments to be humbled for , new 
Bleflings to return thanks for, new Dangers to 
cate, and new Hopes to purſue and folicit, which the 
Compoſers of our ſtanding Forms could not foreſee, 
and tor which by con they could not provide 
ſutable Petirions and wings; beſides which, 
particular Churches may at one time be more 
and reform'd, and at another time more deprav'd and 
degenerated, and certainly ſuch different ſtates, require 
ditterent Confeſſions and Prayers ; and therefore to ſute 
and adapt one common Form to common Caſes and 
Neceſſities, which are ſo very variable and a[terable, 
ſeems as vain an attempt; as 'rwould be to make a Coat 
to fit the Moon in all its changes,” whereas were the 
_ Prayers left to be conceived and worded by the 
iniſters, ſufficient proviſion might be made for all 
theſe alterations and changes, by their varying their 
Confeſſions, Petitions, and Th ivings, according 
as the common Caſes and Exigencies cir People 
vary ; and therefore ſince conceiv'd Prayers are moſt 
fit ro repreſcat the publick Caſes and Neceſſities, they 
B think 


(2) 
think it very uplawful that the _ FO 
be nd by « Form j in ro and plain | 
ion of this Caſe therefore I ſhall lay down theſe 
following Propoſitions : 


1. That the common Caſes and Neceſſities of Chri- 
"ſtians a9 tor chemi abwoye the fraan, and therefore 
may be more fully compre ina Form, than in 
an extempore Prayer : tor ick Prayers ought not | 
to deſcend to particular Caſes and Neceſlities, uſe 
they are the Prayers of the whole Congregation ; and 
therefore to comprehend no more what is 
more or leſs every man's Caſe and Neceſlity ; they 
ought to conteſs fin in no ys or 
vations than ſuch as are juitly chargeable upon a 
Congregation of Chriſtians, nor to petition or return 
t tor any other Mercics but hong » C—_ 
Congregation may be {i either to in 
of, or to nn nn -_ —_—_— __ 
tion and Thankſgiving is in the name of the w | 
100, 2 cwrſbes ought to comprize nos | 
thing in them but what is the common Cale of all, 
and what may truly and ſincerely joyn with, 
Now os for cad matters of Prayer which are com- 
mon to Chriſtian was, they are for the main: 
always the ſame, the fins and vations of ſin & 
which tore fie Gr acommon of Chriſtians 
one thouſand years ago, are for the main as fit for our | 
common Confeſſions to this day , and the Mercics* 
which we need and receive in common now, are for the | 
main the ſame with what all Chriſtians before us have © 
nm nagar 7 ng emer pd = 
for, are ſuch as all Chriſtians have a common need of, 
and ought to have a common concera tor ; a 
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hath much moretimets6 recolle& the matter, and may 
ſupply whatſoever was omitted at firſt upon a ſecond 


& or a third reviſal; and I dare to any impartial 
tany, houirncaty 


judge, whether in our Churches 

ſoever our Brethren may think of it, there be not a 
much more diſtin@t enumeration of the ow 
lars of publick Petitions, than ever he met with in any 


cxtemporary Prayer. 
2. That ſuch alterations of the common Caſes and 


© Neccſlitics of Chriſtian Churches as could not be fore- 


ſeen and provided for at the firſt —— their Li- 
rurgies, may for the moſt part be provided for in new 
B z Forms, 


our Church's Liturgy ; {© that it is no argument at all 
againſt publick Forms, that they cannot make a due 
| wy mg prays nd 4g. for be- 
ore happen, exterpore Prayers can no more 
EE Ee ene Dreams and after 
they happen; —_—_—_— be made for them, 
by Forms, as 
£* That Cooakng Hebipeorifita for extraordinary 
Caſcs be not or cannot be made in-the publick Form, 
_—_— why it ſhould nor be uſed fo 
forth .as it comprehends the main of the common 
___——— le ; for, as F ſhew'd 
the main matter- of publick Prayer: may be 
much more fully in a ſtudied- Form, 
than it can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be in an extem- 
pi ——_p probability, there will 
more omiſſions, as to what the ordinary 
bene 0 mp 0 207 eng ——_— 
to what reſpects extroardinary 
Form ought not to be uſed, becauſe it extends not al- 
COINS Un axmaopetenry oaſis, far ths fan 
on 


them in the main matters of publick Prayer,. becauſe 
ſuch extraordinary mgtrers may occur as cither are 
not or can be expre$s'd in them, eſpecially when 

4. The of ſuch new proviſion, for extraor- 
dinary caſes, may be ſupplied by the Miniſter in « 
publick Prayer of hisown ; -for, as I obferved before, 
our Church allows, or at leaſt permits the Miniſter to 
uſe a Prayer of. his own compoſure in che Pulpit, in 
which 6 007; Hroeonuiy lercy-or Judgment, for 
which there 'is no proviſiea in our ry; happen 
to the gm fn ow no pre 
may and ought to yt otion 0 people 
with ſuch Confefſions, Petitions, or Thankfgivings , 
as are proper and ſutable to the occaſion, and where 
this is allow'd of of permitted, -the non-proviſion for 
ſuch extraordinary caſes in the eſtabliſhe Liturgy can 
be no bar at all againſt theuſe of it, provided its Pray- 


ers be h all ordinary matters of 
make gy {xr Jer ajanacyr for ordina ick 
Devotion, and ſo far may be law uſed, 


ſufficient proviſion being otherwiſe made for all thoſe 
extraordinary matters which it doth not or could nor 
ax. was : the ſum of all therefore is this, that as 
for the ordinary-and main magters of publick Prayer, 
they may be more fully and diſtiatly comprehended 
ina Form than in, an extempore Prayer, and as for 
thoſe new matters which extraordinary publick Emer- 
gencics 


| | yer 
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Caſe V. 


Whether there be any Warrant for Forms of Prayer 
im Scripture or pare Antiquity ? 


In which Caſe there are two Enquiries to be made ; 
1. Whether there be any Warrant for Forms of Prayer 
in the holy Scripture ? 2. Whether there be any evi- 
dence of ick uſe of them in the primitive and 
es of the Church ? 

1. Whether there be any Warrant for the uſe of }! 
Forms of Prayer in holy Scripture ? Where by Warrant * 
maſt be meant either firſt poſitive Command, or ſe- 
condly allow'd Example, for upon both theſe our 
_ — firſt t + p———_ __—_— 

ve Command, upon this that 

Aaghe eo be uſe in the Worlhſp of God, but whar' 
commanded by him, which, how true it is, is not my 
preſent to enquire, that being done already to ? 
excellent purpoſe, in the Caſe about Indifferent Things, © 
but becauſe upon this pretence our Brethren reject 

the uſe of Forms as unlawful, I ſhall indeavour to prove 
— : _— 

"ſ. pretence were true, it 
doth not againſt the uſe of Forms. Fd 4 

2. EY it did conclude againſt the uſe of 
Forms, it equally concludes againſt conceiy'd or exrem- 
pore Prayer. 1, That 


- 


we at any time offer co him, ſhould be firſt 
into a Form, yet we do aſlert,that he hath injoyn'd ſome 
Forms to be uſed and offer'd up in Prayer, though toge- 
ther with thoſe particularForms we granttheremight be 
and doubtlefs ſometimes were otherPrayers tobe offer'd 
up to him : thus in the Old Teſtament we read of ſun- 
dry Forms of Prayer injoin'd to be uſed by God him- 
" and which is the ſame thing by perſons immediate- 

ly inſpired; ſo Numb. 6. 23, 24, 25, 26. Os this wiſe, 
or thus, ſhall Aaron and bs ſous bleſs the children of 
Iracl, ſaying unto them, the Lord bleſs thee and keep 
thee, the Lord make his face ſhine upon thee, the Lord 
lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 
Is which words the I _—_— invocate and 
for a Bleſſing onthe people, is commanded 

ap fr ſaying unto them this very Form of words, 
the Lord bleſs thee, &c. which is as plain an injunftion 
of this Form, as words can well is; ſoalfo in the 
expiation of uncertain Murder, Dext. 21. 7, $. The 
are injoin'd by God to fay, Be merciful, O Lord, 

unto thy people Iracl, whom thou haſt redeem'd, and lay 
not innocent blood unto thy people of Iſracl's charge. 
So alſo at their paying their third years Tithes, they 
were injoin'd to uſe this Form of words, / heave 
wg, apr things out of mine houſe, &cc. 
down from thy boly habitation from heaven; and' 
bleſs thy people Iracl, ' and the land which thou haſt gi- 
veu anto us, thou ſwareft unto our Father, the land that 
flows with anilk and honey. And #s God injoin'd them 
theſe 


. ul 

| Public ice,” for fo in 
the Titles we find ſeveral of them particularly recom- 
mended to the Choires of the Prielts and Levites for 
parts of their Vocal Service, ſome to the Sons of Xorah, 
others to Aſaph, others to Fedxthun, and a great many 
£o the of the Muſick, and though others have 
no title at all, as particularly the 96rh and 105th, yet 
1 Chron. 16, 7. we find that they were deliverd by 
David into the hands of Aſaph and bis brethren , for 
Forms of Praiſe and T iving- to God, and” ac- 
cordingly, z Chron. 29.30. we aretold that Zezetiah 
the King commanded the Levites to fing praiſe unto the 
Lord, with the words of David and of Alaph the ſeer. 
And this Liturgy was renew'd by Ezra, at the laying 
the Foundations of the ſecond Temple, for ſo Ezra g. 
10, 11. the Prieſts and Levites were order'd to praiſe 
the Lord after the Ordinance _— King of Ural, 
and accordingly they ſung together by courſe, in praifmg 
and giving thanks unto the Lord, becauſe he is good, for 
his mercy endurethfor ever towards I{racl, Andbeſides 
all theſe inſtances of Forms of Prayer appointed 
God in the Old fTeſtament , we have a very conſi- 
derable one in the New, and that is the Lord's Prayer, 
whichin Zeke 11.2. our Saviour thus preſcribes, Whey 
ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. in which he doth as ex- 
preſly injort them the uſing of thar Form of words as 
was for him to doin any humane Language ; 


for it he had ſaid, When ye pray, ſay or uſe this Form 
of words, it could not have been more expreſſive of 
his intention to impoſe it as a Form; than his biddi 

them, when they pray'd, to ſay, Qur Father; and it 
we will not admit that to be the ſenſe of a Text, 
which the words of it do as plainly ſignific as rhey 
yd could 
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ther, 

Father, &c. which or. 7 nb fay they, that 

he gave it to them-not as a Form, but as a Pattern and 

Dire&ory of Prayer : To which I anſwer, :. That 

where the ſame matter is mention'd ambiguouſly in 

one Text, Lu —_—P and expreſ] =_ another, it's a 
i 


and 
the words of the plain and expreſs Text ; now it's 
in , that Swi acyrn/2atn, pray thus, is of a doubtful 
fication, and may as well denote, pray in theſe 


words, as after this and direction ; and he who 


Our Father, is plainly 
fay theſe , Our Father; and he 
fay ſuch words diſobeys the command, 
fame thing in other words ; 


that his meaning was to preſcribe thoſe words for a 
Form of Prayer, unleſs we could have ſuppoſed, thac 
by this Injunktion, fay Our Father, we are not oblig'd 
to ſay Ozr Father ; and how could we have ppoſed 
that, without high preſumprion, had it not been tor this 
pretence of inwireceu/ tr, pray thus 2 fince therefore 

C pray 
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thus,is a doubtful expreſſion, it is very reaſonable 
* be interpreted by ſoy Our Father, whach is g 
plain and dererminate one, and.if fo, the ſenſe of bogh 
muſt be this, Whes ye Pray, uſe thu Form of words, 
which 1 here you, Onur Father, &c. ty. 1 
anſwer, that our Saviour gave not thus Prayer to his 
Diſciples after the manner of a DireQtory, but after 
CT Te given it to 

as a w were to 
for, in all probability he would have expreſt himſelf 
after another manner, and inftead of bidding them 
lay Our Father, or gouy thus, Our Father, he would 
c God by 


have bid them the Name'of their 
heavenly Father, and him to- cauſe his Name 
to be glorif'd and hallowed in the World, and his 
Kingdom to ſpread and advance, Gc. inſtead of which 
he gives them a form'd Prayer, and bids them fay it; 
and therefore fince he gave it to them after the manner 
of a Form, and not atter the manner of a Dire&ory, 
and ſince we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that he intended 
they ſhould uſe it after the ſame manner in which be 
gave it, it follows, that he gave it to them to- be uſed 
as a Form, and not meerly as q Pattern or Direftory. 
3/9. Tankwer, that ſuppoſing that when he bid them 
pray thus, inthe fixth of St. Marrhew, he preſcrib'd is 
only as a DireQory for Prayer, yet it doth not follow 
butthat when he bad them ſay Our Father, in the x 16h 
of Lake, he might preſcribe it as a Form, becaule it is 


not the ſame preſcri in both, bat di and 
jon ham <e-AlreTias, wb erg 


occaſion; the firſt was given them in the Sermon u 
the Mount, and in the ſecond year after his Baptiſm; 
the ſecond was- given them upon their own 
aſter he had done praying, and in the third year aſter 
his Baptiſm ; and whoſoever ſhall conſult both place 

wil 


or Copy by 
theie Prayers; for it they had 
as a Form of Prayer,it isNot imagi- 

requeſt hum to teach 'em a Form 
he had taught 'em one before ; 


what further 
DIET ENTISS 
orm of ;h tthews Wo 

our Saviour meerly tor a Directory ac- 
, yerit not 
too, becauſe it was 
not only given at a different time and upon a different 
BH occafion, but the occafion was their requeſting our Sa- 
WH viour to teach "em ſomething more than whachoked 
WW taught 'em in St. Marthew, that is, ſomething more than a 
WH meer Pattern or for Prayer, and what clit 
could that ſomething more bebut a Form ? Eſpecially 


www Buca be Ts the occaſion of Chriſts giving 
'em this Prayer in St. Lake, was their requeſting him 
to Teach "em to as John taught bis Diſciples, for 
was the Cuſtorn of che Jewiſh Doors as our Learned 
Cn hath proved, to-teachrtheir Diſciples a Form 

of Prayer as the Badg and Livery of their difcipleſhip, 
according towhich el it ſeems, Job» the Bapriſt hid 


taupht bis diſciples a Form 'of his own co mpolure , 
C 3 wich 


(.12) 
which the diſciples of Jeſus underſtanding ; they make 
jt their to him that he according to this lay 
dable cuſtom would teach them to Pra = 


teach 'em a Form of Prayer even as Jobs had taught his 
Diſciples : And that it 5 art rr meerly z 
Di of Prayer which they , is evident, 
not only from he cuſtom of the Jewiſh Doors, but 
alſo from the reaſon of the thing ; for how can we rea 
ſonably imagin that either Fob», or our Saviours Dif 
ciples ſhould be ignorant how to Pray , ſince as 

were Jews they had their fer hours of-dayly Prayer 
which they conſtantly obſerved, viz. The thi 
ſixth, and the ninth, beſides which asI obſerv'd, be 
fore the Diſciples of our Saviour had already received a 
DireQory of Prayer from him, ſo that without all con- 
zroverſie, that which they now requeſt of him was not 
a Dire&ory but a Form ; when therefore upon this their 
requeſt, he bid 'em ſay, Our Father : 
reaſon in the World to believe that he tbed it as a 
Form, and unleſs he preſcrib'd it as a Form he did not 
anſwer their requeſt even. when he pretended to anſwor 


If. 

But it is further objeRed by our Brethren, that ſup- 
poſtng our Saviour did preſcribe it as a Form of Prayer 
ro his Diſciples, yet it was only pro rempore, till ſuch 
time as they were more fully Iaſtrufted, and inabled to 
Pray by the coming of the holy Ghoſt. To inforce 
whichthey obſerve that this Prayer was not direfted by 
Chriſt to be offered up. in his name as all their Prayers 
were to be after his Aſcenſion into Heaven ; for th 
hitherto, that is, while Chriſt was vu Earth 
Diſciples had asked nothing is his name, John 16.44.yet 
he enjoyns 'em after his Aſcenſion. to ask in his name, 
John 14. 13, 14. Jobn 16.2.3. which is a plain roken 
fy they, that if he did preſcribe "em this Prayer as 4 
Forn 


” 


— @ I” + © © of 2 5 WW = wv T 


(13) 
he intended it ſhould be of ' no uſe than 
till his Aſcention, otherwiſe he have in- 
ſerred into it his own Name, in which from thence to 
the end of the World all Chriſtian Prayers were to be 
offer'd up ; and accordingly, ſay they, in all the New 
Teſtament we have not the lcaſt intimation of the 
Diſciples afing this Form. 

In anſwer to which ObjeQion, I ſhall indeavour to 
make out theſe three things : / 1. That our Saviour 
hath not given us the leaſt intimation, that he pre- 
ſcrib'd this Form pro tempore only, or for a certain 
time. 2t. That his not inſerting his own Name into 
it, is noargument at all that he ſo meant or intended. 

- Thar h there be no mention in the New Te- 
feament of the Apoſtles and Diſciples uſing it, yet this 
is a0 argument either that they did not uſe it, or believe. 
themſelves obliged to uſe it. —_ 

1, That our Saviour hath not given us the leaſt in- 
timation that he preſcribed this Form pro rempore only, 
and not for continual uſe, nor indeed do thoſe who 
objec it, the leaſt ſhadow of any ſuch'intima- 
tion, and I would beſeech my Brethren, to conſider of 


what dangerous _—_— may be for them, to 
Chriſt's Inſtitutions null, and extinguiſh 


the Obligations of them, without producing his au- 
ma or. it; for, at the ſame rate, they may make 
void all the Inſtitutions of our Saviour, and pronounce 
even Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, temporary Pre- 
ſcriptions, as the Quaters do, as well as the Lord's 
Prayer ; whatſoever Chriſt hath inſtituted without li- 
mitation of time, doth always oblige, though the 

ity of the Obligation be not expreſt by him ; 
and therefore unleſs the Objeftors can prove, that 
Chriſt hath limited the uſe of the Lord's Prayer to 
fuch or fuch a time , ſay, Our Father muſt as much 
oblige 


( 14 ) 
pe entrees 
it 
wands limited che wis of this Form to tack a 
time, yet fince his own. Name, wherein all Prayers 
were to be offer'd up, after his aſcention, is not'in- 
ſerted into it, this is « fair intimation, that he never 
intended it ſhould be uſed after his afcention : Ianfwer 
t 

2. That his not inſerting his own Name into it, is 
no argument at all, that he never imended it ſhould 
'be uſe aſter his aſcention ; we do acknowletige; rhat 
ater he was aſcended and fat down at the right hand of 
his Ferher, all his followers were obliged to offer 
their Prayers in his Name or Mediation, but witha 
wo docfion, that they may offer up their Prayers in 
his Name, though they do aot- name him ;. tbr rhus 
we have ſeveral Prayers of Chrilt's Diſciples recorded 
in the New Teftament, which, without doubt, were 


particularly A#5.4. 24. for indeed ropray 
of Chriſt, Crowe tals windiicn, endtbhags and 
depend upon his facrifice and mrerceſhon for s gracioos 
wer 'of our Prayers, and it we expe&t all good 
through Jeſus, and wholty rely upon his merit for the 
acceptance of our Prayer, we pray in hs/Nume't 
we do not name him ; fo that Chriſt's not inſerting 
his Name imo this Prayer'iof his, dorh/not wr allhin- 
der us from offering ir up'm his mediarion 3 *ris rrue, 
could 'it be made appear, that he did-not intend we 
ſhould offer this Prayer in his Name, it would thence 
follow, that he did not intend we fhould wir aiter 
his afcention ; bur his not inferving his Name imo ir, 
1s no argument ar all, that ke did nor imend we ſhould 
offer -it in his Name, ſince we may as well and truly 
offer 


| (#5) 
in his Name, though, he:ip not named in it, - as 
and ke hath nat-giver us.the leaſt intima» 
is will ro-the coo 5:*tis. true, he did not 
is Name in it, as yet they to whom 
not £o-ask in his Name, he being not 
but now that. he is aended we can as 
in bas Name, as it his Name had been 
ie; how theedoth it idMovg;/thar becauſe he 
dice&t them © after it in his Name before his 
aſcentian, wg 1mm mir were ſhould _= 
it in. bis Name afterwards, eſpecially conlidering 
he himſelf bad fo fram'td it thar! alter his aſcention, 
when theDoGrinot his Mediation was ts be more 
explain'd rothem,they cauld noe offer it at all/bur in 
through kismeciation, for naw that we underſtand his - 
mediation, we know that. we | ave the Sons of' God, 
in and through bim, and therefore when' we thus in- 
voke God, Our wg 4 which a wlarrag we muſt 
unphcitly invoke him in and throug us Chrift, 
ror tw alone wo acknowledgs it is that God is 
arly ur Father ; fince therefore our Saviour hath 
compoſed this Form as that after his aſcention his 
followers could offer it vp. no otherwiſe, : but in and 
through his mediation, this is a plain. iadication, that 
he intended that after his aſcention they ſhould offer 
it in his mediation, though his Name be not expreſt 
in it, and what though it be not expreſt, yer it may 
be expreſt, and always hath been in the Prayers im- 
mediately preceding it, for though we do believe that 
our Saviour hath commanded us to uſe this Form, at 
lealt in our publick Worſhip, yet we do not pretend 
that no other Prayer is to be uſed beſides, either in 
_ or in private, and it we uſe another Prayer 
tore it, we may expreſs in the tranſition to it, as we 
ordinarily do, that 'tis.in the Name and Mediation of 
Jeſus 
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(16) | 
Jeſus Chriſt that we pray, Our Father, &c. ſincethere- 
tore when we tay, Ozr Father, we do implicitly pray 
in Chriſt's mediation, and alfo explici in-the Pra 


of the Church of Exglaxd ſhould'be recited 
pofition of the Creed or the whole Daty of 
Man ; and therefore as the New Teſtament takes no 
notice of their . the Lord's Prayer , fo neither 
doth it take notice of any ether particular Prayer that 
they uſed in their pablick Affemblies ; from whence 
we may as reaſonably concl 
Prayer at all, mcrwichficnding 

them to pray, as that they did not uſe the Lord's 
Prayer, notwithſtanding he commanded them to ſay, 
Dur Father, or at leaſt that they did not Baptize in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſince notwithſtanding Chriſt commanded 
them to do ſo, yet there is no record in the New 
Teſtament of their baptizing any perſons in that 
Form, ſo that from the ſilence of the New Teſta- 
ment in this matter it would be very unreaſonable 
to infer, that the Apoſtles omitted the Lords Prayer, 
notwith- 
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eſpecially conſidering that thoſe who lived neareſt the 
Apoſtolical Ages, and ſo were the moſt competent 
Judges of what was done in them, where the Scripture 
is flear, did always uſe this Form in their publick 

- and believe themſelves obliged to do 1o ; far 
ſo Tertuliav, who ns about __ _—_ = after 
the Apoſtolical Age, diſcourſing of the Lord's Prayer, 
tells us; that rods a DEI py vi Teftamenti 2 bri- 
fur novam  Orationis Formam determinavit ( 1, e.) 
That Chriſt hath Inſtituted a new Formof Prayer, for 
his new Diſciples; St. Cyprian who was but 'a ſinall 
mattet his Junior,reckons his giving a Form of Prayer 

thoſe Divine and wholeſome Precepts which he 
I on his le, and a little after, Oremus, faith 
he, Fratres dileAifemi fieut Magiſter docuit, ſeil. let us 
Pray as our Maſter hath taught us, let the Father own 
the words of his Son, and fince, faith he, we have an 
Advocate with the Father when weask pardon for our 
fins, let us ask it in the words of our Advocate; and 
how much more ſhall we prevail, for what we ask in 
Chriſts name if we as& in his Prayer? De Orat. Do- 
min, And St. Au/tin tells us, that in his time the Lords 


Prayer was every day ſaid at the Altar and that almoſF. 


every Church concluded with the Lords Prayer. And St. 
Chryſaſtom ſpeaking of thoſe who would not forgive in- 
juries rells 'em, Ge. When thou ſaift forgive us our Treſ- 


God to deny thee forgiveneſs, which is a plain 
evidence . that this Form of Prayer was of Or:- 


notwithſtanding he once commanded them to uſe ir, 


Hom. 42, 
= op ad 
paſſes,as we forgive, if thou doeſt not forgive thou beggeſt 5:. Chryſt. 


de ſimultat. 
- Tray ems 
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dinary uſe in his. Age,and that 'rwas then thought mat- 4 1s dpis- 


ter of duty to uſe it Syllabically,is evident from what i; 


Ou Tus 


follows ; but faith he, you willſay,/ dare not ſay,forgive einiirdqes 


me as I forgive, but only forgive me : To which having 
aaſwered that however he ſaid ir God, would torgive 
D h.m 
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rr in ot pak ay he concludes | Do not imagin 
delberas roub- chat £ 
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are ſecured from this er by not pronouncing. 
all the Prayer, do - —— #, os, as it is is 
flituted fo uſe it, that ſo the necefity of _ ufrug, the 
whole,, may. campel thee to forgive Brether : And 
Sr, Grego affirms, that the Apeſtles then 
ſelues did always at the Conſecration of the Eucharifi 
make uſe of the» Lords Prayer. By theſe and ſundry 0+ 
ther Teſtimonies which are quoted by learned men up- 
on this argument, it's evident that the Chutch of Chriſt 
io all ages Jookt upon the Lords Prayer, as a ſtanding 


Form given by our Saviour to be uſed 
Chriſtians, and to be ſure W ;eved the in- 
ſtitution of it tobe y obliging could not make 
Fran —_— Was y uſed —_—_ 
A my thinks 'tis ſtrange 
greys: afer _ Cy oa Church of 


Chriſt for 1500 years ſhould never be wiſe er tos 
diſcover it, and it ſeems to me a very high 

tion for us to determine againſt the conſtant belief, and 
pratice of the Church 1a all ages without the leaſt 
warrant ſo to do, either from our Saviour or his 


By all this therefore it's ; — KK. that 
both in the Old, and New Teftament have been 
Forms of Prayer inſtituted and appoi God him- 
ſelf, ſo that were that true which our Bret 
_ he to be admitted into the Worſhi 
of God which he not Commanded, yet this wi 
not conclude againſt the admiflion of Forms of Prayer, 
fince there are Forms. which God himſelf hath Cons 
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R_—_ \That all that this mw 
of Gods appointment 
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objet 
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But t 
ob that 


A but 
follow , atk men nas pp a 
befor for ' thoſe fo Prayer ebeh God pre- 
were imme th < ated by bim to thoſe in- 
ay; Perſons wr agpictouth em, and therefore 'y 
may as wed pret "Ie new Scripture for Cr 
BH lick inſtruttion, fir + rbo Inv Perſons di «ſo, 
WH as to pablick ni þ 
7 decauſe ercoive this Ob aapmathg ck caſted 
| on by our Brethten, 1 ſhall indeavour to return a full 
7 andclear anſwer to itin theſe following Propoſitions : 
Firft, That this Obje&tion allows the preſcribiag of 
Forms of Prayer to be Lawfal in its own nature. 2/y, 
M0 That it muſt allow the preſcribing of publick ray 
to be not only Lawful jo yraySnway 30, 1 
& muſt alſo allow that Gods Forms of yer 
8 by infpired Perſons, is fo forthe arrant for our j- 
FF mitation, as the thing it ſelf is good and uſeful, and 
0 Law imitable by ns. . That though it fol- 
lows, that becauſe God by inſpired Perſons hath pre- 
ſcribed —_ of wy therefore the Church may 
preſcribe them reaſons; yet it doth by no 
means follow, that tur cherfore may preſcribe them as 
or Divine i inſpirations. 
irſt, That this objeQtion allows the preſcribing 
of Forms of Prayer to be Lawful of its own nature, , 
that is, to be void of all intrinſick evil, and to have no 
contrariety in the nature of it to the eternal Rules and 
DiRares of right reaſon, for this objeftion granting as 
in doth, that God hath preſcribed Forms of Prayer ; 
muſt either admit that may do, and hath done 
that which is intrinſically evil and repugnant to right 
D 2 reaton, 


from hence ir dot NO Means 
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reaſon, or that the preſcribing of Forms hath 
fo intrinſick evil init, and in Nene ts to be.con- 
fidered that our Saviours preſcri bis Form was a 
tacit approbation of other Forms. that. were preſcri+ 
bed before, and that not only by God but by mean too, 
for though beſides thoſe Forms which were preſcribed 
by God for the publick Worſhip of the Jews : Their 
Doors tell us of ſundry Forms of burpane Compoſure 
that were uſed in their Temple and Synagogues 10 our 
Saviours time, yet he was ſo far from dilapproving_ ei- 
ther them, or that which Jobs Baprift taught his Diſci- 
les, that in conformity to the later he preſcribed a 
Form to his own Diſciples ;. which Form ot his, as our 
Learned Gregory hath proved, he colleQed our of Forms 
of Prayer which were then uſed among the Jews in 
whoſe Book the ſeveral parts and clauſes ot it are ex- 
tant almoſt verbatim to this day ; and certainly had 
he diſapproved their Forms as evil and ſinful, he would 
never have colle&ed his own Prayer out of *em ; fince 
cherefore our Saviour hath not only given us a Form, 
but _—_— _ it under ſuch pry a as do 
in! ni is approbation of other Forms, it ne- 
Perdly Blows, that either he hath approved that 
which is evil, or that Forms of Prayer are not evil. 
Secondly, That this objeRion muſt allow the pre- 
ſcribing of publick Forms, to be not only Lawful.in it 
ſelf, but alſo good and uſetul, for whatſoever God doth 
he is di to do by his own infallible Wiſdom, 
which always proceeds upon the beſt reaſons,. and pro- 
es the beſt endsof aftionto him, and the moſt. ef- 
tual meansto compals and obtain 'em ;. when there- ® 
fore we grant that God hath done ſuch, or ſucha rhing, + 
we muſt cither allow the thing to be good and uſetul þ 
to ſomeexcellent end and purpoſe, or ſuppoſe that he 
did not conſult his Wildom init, or that. his Wiſdom 


was 
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was miſtaken ; he vherefore who allows that God hath 
ibed Forms of Prayer, =_ either cu his 

ifdom, or grant the preſcribing 'em to and 
uſeful; but it's obj that th preſcribin . eye, 
good and uſeful anly at that time,and under thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances wherein they were. preſcribed, as for in- 
ſKatee, in the times-of the Old Teſtament 4t may be 
allowed, that the preſcribing of Forms might be good 
and uſetul, the Fews ro whom they were preſcribed 
being a Carnal, Dull, and ſtupid —_— and yet un- 
der the times, and Circumſtances of the Goſpel-ſtate, 
which is ſo vaſtly different , the preſcribing 'em may 
not only ceaſe to be good, but become hurttul and in- 
WF  jurious; to which in ſhort, I anſwer, 1#. That ſup- 
poſirfg it were the Carnality, Dulneſs and ſtupidity of 

.the Jews that render'd Forms ſo uſeful to 'em: I doubt 

that as to thoſe particulars the. caſe is not ſo much al- 

ter'd with the $_—_ of Chriſtians, but thar they 

may be.uſeful ſtill, and though.” tis to be hoped we are 

not her ſo very Dull and Carnal as they were, 
yet, as it hath been made appear in the former part of 

this Treatiſe, we are not fo perfeQly refin'd from Dul- 

neſs and Carnality, but that Forms of Prayer may ſtill 

be very uſeful to us. But, 24, this QbjeQion allows, 

not only that there were Forms of Prayer preſcribed in 

the Teſtament, but that our Saviour himſelf hath 

alſo preſcribed one in the New, for all ſucceſſive ages to 

Pray by,and if ſo, then we muſt either Blaſpheme the 

Wiſdom of our Saviour for preſcribing what is vain and 

8 uſeleſs, or grant;the Preſcription of Forms to be good 
X and uſeful, not only for the Fewi/ſh bur. alſo for the 
= - 34, This ObjeQtion muſt alſoallow that Gods pre. 
ſcribing Forms of Prayer by inſpired Perſons is ſo far 
torth a Warrant for. our imitation as the thing it ſelf 

is 


\ 
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is good and uſeful and imitable by us, [if God doth ſuch 


or ſuch a thing becauſe it is good anti uſetul to'fome end, | 


That God hirafelf hath forbid the preſcribing of any 
thing in or about his Worſhip but what he himſelf hath 
and therefore reaſon there may 


are of his own Inditing and preſcription, the falle- 
neſs of which hath been ſuſhciently demonſtrated in 
the CR N— Things, and therefore as to 
the matter in hand I ſhall only fay, rhat rhe Objeftion 


firikes with equal force = Extermporary words * 
c 


which God hath not preſcribed as, againſt Forms of 
Words which he hath nor preſcribed, tor as T1 have al- 
ready proved , part 1. and ſhall yet further prove 
hereafter, Praying Extempore by our own Gift of ex- 
preſſion 
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is no more preſcribed by God than Prayi 
P a Form, and therefore rhe Words of marn_drn_ 
are no more ribed by him than the words 
of Forms, fo that if the later may not be admitred in- 
to the Worſhip of God becauſe they are not preſcribed 
by him, nexher A _— and mdeed he who 
Prays Extempore as much ibe a form of 
words to the People in publi orſhip as he who 
Prays by a Form, their devout defires and affeftions 
| confined to this particuler ſet of expreſ- 
ſions in - and if each P may pre- 
ſcribe a Forma of words to the. People which hath 
not preſcribed 'em, how much more may the Gover- 
nours of the Church ? Admitting theretore that ſuch 
words may be preſcribed in Prayer as God hath not 
ſcribed, his ibing of Forms of Prayer muſt 
bo 6 ſufficient Warrant tor the Governours of his 
_—_—_ to preſcribe 'em when they have his reaſon ſo 
to 
Fourthly, And laſtly, That though it follows that be- 
cauſe God by inſpir'd Perfons hath preſcribed Forms of 
Prayer, therefore the Governours of the Church may 
cribe'em, apon Gods reaſons ; yet it doth by no 
means follow, that therefore they may preſcribe 'em as 
Scripture, or Divine Inſpiration : As briefly to inſtance 
in another caſe, e God the ſupream Governour 
of his Church , hath taken care to inſtru& it by in- 
ſpired Perſons , it thence follows that thoſe whom he 
hath inted to Govern it, ſhould take care to inſtru& 
it too, but it doth by no means follow, cither that. 
they ſhould inſtrut it by inſpired Perſons, or that 
they ſhould pretend to inſtruct it by Divine Inſpi- 
ration ; for they have the ſame reaſon that God had to 
inſtruQ it, viz. becauſe it's good and uſeful to the beſt 
purpoſes, and fo far as they have the fame reaſon ony 
God, 


(24) 
God, t ht to do the ſame thing, but they can« 
nat Ya Fo reaſon that God had to inſtru it: 
— power f 


vernours to 
cient Warrant for 'em to preſcribe 'em by immediate1n- 
ſpiration ; for they may have the ſame reaſons to pre- 
ibe *em that Ged had, v/z.: becauſe they are good 
and uſeful for publick Devotion, but they cannot have 
the ſame reaſon to preſcribe 'em by unmediate Inſpi 
tion ; becauſe that is not in their , and 
fore, 'twould be a manifeſt cheat tor 'em to pretend to 
it : Hgd they the fame common reaſons with God for 
both, bis example would warrant 'em not only to pre- 
ſcribe 'em, but to preſcribe 'em as Scripture and Di- 
vine Inſpiration, but ſince there is a peculiar reaſon 
why they may not preſcribe 'em as Scripture, w/z. be- 
cauſe they cannot without mapitelt and pre- 
ſumption, which reafon isnot at OR—_ to the 
bare and _ preſcribing 'em, theretore it doth by 
no means follow that if they may Lawfully do the 
later, they may Lawfully do the former allo. Hs- 
ving thus anſwered the ObjeRtions of our Brethren, ir 
remains that ſuppoſing that principle were true, wiz. 
that nothing ought to be admurted into the Worſhip of 
God, -but what God hath Commanded yet it'dothnor | 
Univerſally conclude againſt the admitting Forms of | 
Prayer into his Worthip, becauſe he humfſelt hath Com- 
manded fome Forms, and by Commanding them harh 
Licenſed and Authorized the Governours of his Church 
to preſcribe others upon the ſame reaſons.” 


\ | 
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mer & ere mentions 
| which was to ſhew that ſuppoſing this pric 

vfe. Thee acting cnght to be almirred ine the Or- 
ip of God but what is Commanded by him, did 
conclude againſt Forms of Prayer, it equally concludes 
againſt conceived, or extempore Prayers ; becauſe theſe 
are.no more commanded by God than Forms, nay in- 
deed as to publick Worſhip have much leſs claim to 
Divine ity than Forms ; but we will ſuppoſe at 
the Forms of Prayer were not at all Comman- 


my 


=p 


no command of God requiring us to Pray Extempore, 
or to utter our affeftions in Prayer rr, wn, 


- png > it is indeed very confidently 


a oy our Brethren , that w er we are 
Re aagnns tad andy. ber ahh th 

in our own t that thi 

T oat io ovidenr from what has been diſcourſt be- 
fore, viz. that God hath Commanded men to Pray in 
ſundry Forms of his own compoſure, and ſure in thoſe 
caſes wherein they om nmr merh.ny pwr / 
in Gods conceptions and Words, they could not be 
commanded to pray vocally in their own ; thus far 
therefore our Brethren muſt Grant if they will be de- 
termin'd by expreſs words'of Scripture, that the com- 
mands to pray vocally are not to be always under- 


to praying in their own 
words, andnot as well a w the expeſing our defies 
to God inthe words of a Form to be called prayer but 
only ſaying or reading of a Prayer , for 1 would 
fain know' did the Prieſts and Levites praiſe the 


Lord when they praiſed him in the words of _ 
: E Vi 
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id” did | to him when 
which weredireQed to be uſed in their publi 
Petomardihe Look Froper inci 
yer in 
if ſo, then there is nodoubt but Ing to. 
God in a Form of Words may as well be 


fion, we 
this 


ſing it had been the will of and viour, 

we ſhould not pray by Forms, it ſeems very 

that in all the New Teſtament there ſhould be no ex- 

preſs prohibition ot it ; for Firſt, The Jews, as I ſhew- 
e&d 
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whether it be ſo, or no. Firſt therefore they urpe 
Zech. 12. 10. I will pour out upon the houſe of David, 
and wpon the inbabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of 
race and ſupplications ; which, as I thew'd before, 
Bart 1, Caſe 1. ſignifies nothing to their purpoſe ; 'tis 
urg'd indeed, that the Hebrew 21277 here tran- 
ſlated Supplications,, doth always denote vocal Prayer, 
and that therefore pouring out the ſpirit of Supplica- 
tions, muſt imply communicating an ability to Pray. 
vocally; but this is not ſo, for if we: examine the 
places where this word is uſed, we ſhall find 'tis no 
more reſtrain'd to vocal Prayer, than any other word 
by which Prayer is expreſs'd in Scripture ; ſo that it 
may be as truly ſaid, that Prayer always ſignifies vocal. 
Prayer, as that this Hebrew word for Prayer doth ſo, 
nor indeed ___ ſignifie vocal Prayer in 
the only place that is ug to prove that it always 
ſignifies ſo, wiz. Pſalm 28. 2. Hear the woice 
Supplication when 1 cry unto thee ; for this phraſe, the 
voiceof my Supplication, and the voice of my Prayer, 
is a Hebraiſm, and denotes no more, than my Suppli« 
cation, or my Prayer; for ſo in Gez. 4. 10. it's Bid, 
the woice of thy brother's blood crys from the ground ; 
that is, it cry'd juſt as mental Prayer doth, without 
any ial voice or ſound, yet ſo as to move God 
as efſeftually as the loudeſt vocal Prayer, fo that the 
Fs III 
4a. id his Proves 
« voice which God couly hear «s well as if he Indore: 
nounc'd. it never ſo loudly ; but rhen in other places 
this Hebrew word pay ſignifies at large both men- 
tal and vocal Prayer indifferently ; ſo in Pſalm $6. 6, 
Groe ear, O Lord, wnto my Prayer, attend to the woice 
7 my Supplications ; = Pſalm 6.9. The Lord hath 
ard my Supplication, the Lord will recejve my Prayer 
and 


(39) 
and as Prayer and lications ſignifie the ſame thing,” 
* ſorthe word _ is to exprefs Prayer m 
general, as in Jer. 31. 9. They ſhall come with weeping, 
and with ſupplications will I lead them ; where the 
word plainly denotes Prayer in , without re- | 
ſtriftion to any kind of it, and fo in ſeveral other | © 
places, which it would be needleſs to name ; _—_ | 
poſe it. were true, that the word were always ufed 
vocal Prayer, there is no doubt but this promiſe of 
pouring out the Spirit of Supplications intends a much 
reater good than the Gift of utterance in 
yer, of which bad men may have a greater ſhare 
than the moſt devour and pious, and if irdoth denote 
a greater good, what can that be but the gift of pi 
and hea affeftions in vocal Prayer, of which we 
may as well partake in praying vocally by a Form, as 
by our own ry atrerance, But'rrs yet farther 
urg'd, that in purſuance of this Apoſtle 
us, Gal. 4. 6. God bath ſent forth the Spirit of bu 
Son, crying, Abba, Father, and that we have received 
the _ of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father, 
Rom. 8. 15, Now becauſe «qdfor fignifies crying with 
«loud voice, is from hence inker'd, that we are 
gifted t t, to our ſelves 
God in voce Proyer | ahaha oe we oh 
by Forms: To which I anfwer 


to cry to him in theſe words, Abba, 
in all our vocal Prayers, becauſe that is the 
vocal Prayer which the Spirit inables us to 
the Texts every whit as expreſs for the 
other, andt if cryi OI needs 
denote recciving a Gift from im to pray vocally 
thef crying, A#ba, Father, by the Spirit, muſt 
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denote receiving 2s Gift trom him to pray vocally, 
Abba, Rater od conſequently not to uſe theſe a 
words, when-we cry vocally to God, will be altoge- 
ther as ſinful an omiſſion, as not to cry vocally by 
our own gift of utterance or expreſſion. Secondly, 
] urterl ; that crying here doth neceſlarily denote 
vocal Prayer , for how often do-we find\ the word 
appli'd rochings that have no voice at all ? thus Zate 
19. 40. 1 ted you that if theſe ſhould hold their peace, 
the Bones immediately cry out ; and _— body 
imagins that our Saviour meant, that the ſhould 
make a Speceh o—_ him the true Mefras : thus 
alfo the Labourers hire unjuſtly detain'd by rich op- 
is ſaid tocry to God, Fames 5. 4. not becauſe 

it offer'd any vocal Prayer to him, but becauſe it mo- 
ved and provok'd him, ee _ of injured 
ns do us, to'4 t at rs; 

2 in this aſe mental Prayer may te OT ey 
becauſe it moves and affefts God as lly as vocal ; 
and accordingly it's faid of the Fews, That their beart 
unto the Lord, Lam. 2.15. fo that crying unto 

God ſignifies in the fame latitude with Prayer, which 
includes both i pun nog” 7 wy — ap = ſup- 
poſing that our crying, Abba, Father, by the Spirit, 
were to be underſtood of vocal Prayer, yet all hh 


ge —_ is only this, that when we 

, we are inabled by the holy Spirit to addreh, 
our ves to God with boldneſs and aſſurance, as to 
a kind and merciful Father, and this we may as well 
do, when we pray by a Form, as when we pray ex- 
tempore, for it we never cry, Abba, Father, by the 
Spirit, but when we word our own Prayers, wecan 
no more be ſaid to do it when we joyn with a publick 
extempore Prayer, than when we joyn with a publick 
Form, becauſe we word our own Prayers in neither, 
Bur 


(32) 
But 'tis further inſiſted on, that the Scripture makes 
mention of a Gift of utterance, which the Spirit com- 
municates to true believers, as particularly 1 Cor. 1. c. 
2 Cor. 8.7, which Giſt, ſay they, was doubtleſs given 
for the purpoſe of Praying as well as of ing ; 
to which, in ſhort, 1 anſwer, that it is moſt evident, 
that this Gift of utterance, or readineſs of ſpeech, was 
extraordi and liar to the primitive Ages of 
mireculoz Gita wherein the Preachers of the Goſpel 
were ordinarily inſpired - ys, che 
bryſ6- 

itt of 


Ifl 

aſſurance and volubility of for as St. C 

ftom obſerves, Hom. 24. ad Epheſ.'c, 6. this 
utterance is that which our Saviour iſed his Diſ- 
ciples in Mar, ; 11."\When they ſhall lead you and de- 
lroer you up, take no thought before-band what ye ſhall 
ſpeak, neither do ye premeditate, but whatſoever ſhall 
, given to you in that hour, that ſpeak ye, for it u not 
ye that ſpeak, but the Holy Ghoſt : So that what they 
gy was by immediate inſpiration, without any fore- 
thought or premeditation of their own, and it being 
God that ſpoke immediately in and through them, 
what they deliver'd was the Word of God, and this 
Gift certainly no ſober Diſſenter will pretend to ; and 
that this gitt of utterance was extraordinary, is evi- 
dent from As 2.4. where it is ſaid, that the Apoſtles 
were fill'd with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeat with 
Tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance ; ſothat we 
may as well pretend ro the Gitt of Tongues, as to this 
Gitt of Utterance, they being both miraculous and 


extraordinary. 
This, | think, is a ſuſhcient Anſwer to thoſe Scri- 
res which our Brethren urge, to provethat God 
ath .promiſed and given ro every good Chriſtian an 
ability to expreſs their minds to him in Prayer, theſe 
being the only Scriptures that are urg'd by them to 
prove 
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requires to pray by their 
Gift and noe by a Form, forſo in 1 Tim. 4. 14. be ex- 
prefly requires them not to neglet the gift that is in 
them, but to ftir wp the gift of God that is in them, 
2 Tim. 1. 6. and as they have received the gift, even 
fo to miniſter the ſame to one another , 1 = 4. 10, 
- that — differing am to the grace 
ioen to us, w r th apF fie, according 
IT , obs roportion of Fait che? « are A— bs 
liged | ih har git in guaar, ift of 
ob them to their gift 0 
= hs nnlentn In anſwer hich! 1 hat 
need do no more, than explain the nature of the gifts 
here = m—_— from which, I doubt not, it will evi- 


that _ _ make nothing to the 
purple o which : Firſt then, as for the 


of in 1 7m. = =_ the _m_ themſelves 
1 ently inform us what it is, left not the 
gift that i in the which was given ee by prophefie, 
with the | of the hands of the Presbytery : by 
Epilcoph _ "—— Sr. Paul means that of the 
; for firſt, it's here ſaid to be given 
- 4, for ſo at the firſt plantation of the 
him oy when the Apoſtles, after they had made ſome 
Converts in any City or Country, could make but a 
ſhort ſtay among them, and were forc'd to ſubſticute 
ſome new-made Convert to ſupply their room and 
tet their beginnings, | it was impoſſible that in ſo ſmall 
a time they be able by any humane means to 
diſcern which of their Converts was moſt fit for that 
imployment, and therefore the Holy Ghoſt did ordi- 
narily point out the perſon + In by —_— 
revela- 


® Fp. 1. ad Cor, Fare 70 me Barnabas 


( 34 ) 
revelation ; for ſo Clemens Rom: tolls, that at,chey 
firſt Preaching in every City and Country, wm wh 
«mm; 246 eres, Joxnud nr 75 hd Trier! ws tiarxbarss x, daxire, 
i.e. they ordained their firff-fraits , waking proof A 
them by the Spirit, Biſhops and Deacons : 
Att 20. 28. it's ſaid of the Biſhops of Afa, ar the 
Holy Ghoſt ſet them over the Flock; and in 44s 1 = 
thet| a they were miniſtring, the Holy Gboſt ſaid, 

and $aul. And St. Co 
tells us, that in thoſe times they ordain'd —_ 
mapa dordonrne, i. &. diſcerning by the Spirit 
Shauld be ordein'd, nnd that they did it apiymoar danging 
Twier , vow fore-k e Who ſhould be the 
man, eves as Moſes ſaith, he fore-knew drvine reve 
lation, that Aaron ſbould be advanc'd to the Prieſthood; 


and Upanagy St. Chryſeftom upon this place thu 
17 hem The Dignity of jp ora a Dottor = a Pricf 


—_— VM 


being great, wants God's ſuffrage that a worthy perſon 
an 
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way receive it, theres my the Prieſts were made 
ciently by prophefie, that is, by the Holy Ghoſt, thy 
Timothy was choſen to the Priefthoed : fince therefore 
this Gift of Timotby's was conterr'd on ny 
ie, it's evideat 'twas the 
aa thoſe days was always ge gry fu 
by the immediate dire&ion of the 
cially conſidering, 2/y. That it was not onl onjy gives 
by propheſie, but alfo with or the he 
ing on of the 0 oe + which wat 
the outward ſign or cexemany of ardination to fſpirk 
tual offices, as 15 evideat, As 6. 6. Es. 17. Erz. 3 
and that this Gift was not the Gift of propheſying 


Om pee 


ie, 7. 6 
«ys 


and of laying hands others, as hath been 
tended , © ae ace andy from the wards of the 


Text, which aſſert it t6 = given him by ro 
aver with the leyieg.on of heads, tus from 


PS *©Xx I XY _s fc  . a am a azo ao eoS ._ 


i Tim, 


by and impoſition of hands? fo that the 
ing of theſe words, Neglett not the Gift which is 

in thee, ftir up the Gift which ts in thee, is only to ad- 
moniſh him to a diligent exerciſe of his Epiſcopal Power 
and Authority in the flock of which he was overſeer. 
And what doth this ſignifie towards the proving it ne- 
ceſlary, that we exerciſe our own Gifts in vocal 
Prayer, andexpreſs our Aﬀections in our own words ? 
then as for thoſe other Texts , viz. 1 Pet. 4. 

10,11. and Row. 12.6, I anſwer, 1. That there cati 


be in them praying by « Form; 

for if = make as much 
the s Prayer, as any other Form. 

2. all that is intended in theſe Texts is to ſtir 


men up to diligence and fidelity in thoſe pafticular 
Offices and Capaciries wherein they are d; fo 
1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. As every man hath rectived a Gift, 
he. ing to the or Capacity he is plac'd 
in, eves ſs minifler the Jame to one another, a good 
ſtewards of the manifold gract' of God. 4 y/4 man 

to teach , let him 


ſpeat , that s, if it be hiy' © 
jo as the Oracles of God * if any man miniſter, or 
iſtribute tothe poor, Hixxor, let-him do it as = 
F 2 ability 


( 36) 
ability which God giveth ; that is, proportionably to 
his for Juſt before he had been preſſing 
to' be hoſpitable to' one another without grudging ; 
fo alſo Rom. 12. 6. Having then Gifts differing accord- 
ing to the Grace that is given to w, that is, being put 
into various Offices and Capacities, according to the 
various diſpenſations of Divine Grace, whether it be 
that of prophefie, let uw prophefie, according to the pro- 
portion of faith; i. e. according to thoſe principles of 
faith and good life which are known and received 
us: or whether it be Miniſtry, that is, Dea- 
conſhip, let us wait on our miniſtring : or be that teach- 
eth, on teaching : or he that exhorteth, on exbortation : 
be that giveth, let him do it with fimplicity : be that 
raleth, with diligence : be that ſheweth mercy, with 
chearfulneſs : in all which it is evident the is to 
excite them faithfully to di e thoſe ſeveral 
whereunto God call'd and appointed them ; for 
fo the word Gift, as all agree, doth in Scripture fre- 
quently ſignific an Office ; and that in both theſe Texts 
it is ſo to be underſtood is evident, eng rn 
which the Apoſtles exhort them to are the proper 
and exerciſes of thoſe ſeveral Offices and Capacities 
of Biſhops, Presbyters, Deacons, and rich Men, and 
the Argument by which they exhort them, is, that 
they had receiv'd the Gifts to which theſe acts 
i 6 em ſo that if by theſe Gifts we underſtand 
iliries to perform thoſe as, . we ſhall foree the Ar- 
gument to prove too much; viz. that it is the duty of 
every one to Rule, and Teach, and Miniſter, and Pro- 
pheſie, that hath receiv'd anability to do ſo, whereas, 
in truth, none can have a right to perform theſe ats, 
as all ſober Diſſenters will acknowledge) but only 
uch as are veſted with the Offices to which they ap- 
pertain; wherefore cither this Argument, bavizg 


received 


( 37) 
received Gifts, muſt oblige all men to Rule, &c. that 
are able to do ſo, or elſe by Gifts muſt be meant the 
Offices to which thoſe a&ts:of ruling, &c. belong ; 
but you will ſay , 'tis evident, that by ſome of theſe 
Gifts muſt be meant the ability of doing the Adts here 
ſpecifi'd , as particularly that of diſtributing to the 
= ing Mercy : I anſwer, that as tor theſe 
as, the meer ability to relieve the poor and miſerable 
not only authorizes, but obliges us to them, and by 
ing it in our power, doth as much make it 

to relieve them, as if he had — 
it by a ſolema ordination, and becauſe the ability 


the the Gift, th it ſignifies 
Office, — inckade oS abit too, 
in all thoſe other particulars, where the Office and 


ility are diſtin&t = the Gift muſt ſignifie the 
diſtin& from the Ability, becauſe hereit being 
flice and not the Ability that authorizes and ob- 
us to perform the Atts, the _— of perform- 
the muſt be argued from the Office and not 
from the Ability ; fo then, it by the Gifts here ſpoken 
of, only ſuch and ſuch Offices are intended, by what 
uence doth it follow, that becauſe thoſe who are 
veſted with theſe Offices are here exhorted faithfully 
to diſchargethem, therefore thoſe who are able to pray 
extempore are hereb 1 y— ſo, our B 
may as well argue theſe words, that all thoſe 
who are able to Rule, are obliged to exerciſe the Epiſ- 
copal Office, as that thoſe who are able to pray extem- 
pore, are obliged to pray extempore : But rhen third- 
y and laſtly, I anſwer, That ſuppoſing that by theſe 
Gifts were not meant Offices, bur only Abilities, yer 
all that can hence be argued 1s, that thoſe who have 
them are obliged ro'exerciſe them ſo far forth as is 
conſiſtent with edification, for ſo the Apoſtle exhorrs, 
that 


: 


s 


F 
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(38 ) 

that aff things be done to edification, and to be ſure 
what he exhorts to in 6ne Text doth not at all claſh 
with what he exhorts in another, and even of thoſe 
extraordinary Gifts that were poured our in the Pri- 
mitive times, the Apoſtle declares, i Cor, 14 that 
thoſe who had them were no farther obliged ro uſe 
them in rhe Church, than the uſe of them 18ndell £5 
edification, Yerſ. 2,6, 18, t9. 4rd particularly for che 
Gift of Tongues, though ic was immediately 7 
he totally forbids them the uſe and exereiſeof it Where 
there was no Interpreter, Yerſ. 25, 27, 28. TF then 
we are not to exerciſe our Gitts, nievrly they 
are Gifts, but becauſe the exerciſe-&f thetn earieds to 
_—_— and CR —— to it; we 
are to ſuſpend the em, as it's we 
ae, by his infane of the Gift of Tonguts, the 
alchough by the Gifts mention'd in the above-nam'd 
Text were meant Abilities, and not Offices, it 
doth not follow, that thoſe who have an ability to 
pray extempore ſhould theretore be obliged to exerciſe 
on — _— — and there- 
i 1 a Form in public ip be more 

tor the Fablick pdiGenrion, (and that it is, been 
proved, Part 1. Caſe 3.) we are no more oblig'd to 
pray extempore, though we bave an ability to do fo, 
than be who had the Gift of Tongues was to exerciſe 
his Gift, when, he could not edifie the publick by it, 
and if we. ought to ſuſpend the exerciſe of our Gift, 
when 4t is not at all edifying, at teaſt we aft not ob- 
liged -to-exerciſe it when we may perform the ſame 
thing without exerciſing it in a more edifying manner. 
Having thus ſhewn the inſufficiency of choſe Sriprus 
Which our Brethren urge to prove that thoſe are 
able to pray extempore are oblig'd to do fo, it remains 
that hitherto ao di ds. 

ma 


( 39 ) 
magd of Scripture by which weare oblig'd to pray vo- 
ad ee III (oa , far 
upon the ytmoſt enquiry I can make, theſe which I 
have anſwer'd, are the ony Texts which with any 
ſhew of argument our Brethrea produce to this. pur- 
poſe ; ſuppoſing therefore it wers true, that nothing 
ht to be admitted into God's Worſhip, but what he 
hath commanded, yet this makes a great deal more 
againſt praying by our own Gift and in our qwn 
words and ex , than it doth agaiaſt praying 
by a Form, becauſe there are expreſs Commun s for 

ying in ſome caſes by a Form , but there is no 
—— tp all for- praying by gqyr own Gilts ; fance 
therefore there arc fundry Inſtances of God's pre- 
ſcribing Forms of Prayer, and fiance no Inſtance can 
be given of his requiring us to pray by our own Gifts 
ud | Abilities, this certainly is a ient Scriptuge- 
warrang of. the lawtulnels of worthipping him by 
Forms. | 

I proceed to the Second Enquiry included in this 
Cale, and thas is, Whether there be any Warrant for 


the ule of Forms is pure Antiquity ? For it is prerend- 


ed by ſome of . aur hren, that in the primytive 
Ages of the Church all publick Prayers were perforin'd 
by the Gifts and Abilities of him that Miniſter'd, and 
char there was.a9 ſuch things as Forms, admitted into 


thee poblick Worſhip ; tor the proof of which bold 


10n,. they only urge two or. three doubtful Ay- 
thorities, againſt a whole current of plain and expreſs 
Teſtiqopics to the contrary : In the proſecution there- 
fore of this Enquiry, I ſhall indeavoug, x. Toanſwer 
thoſe Authorities, which are objefted by our, Brethren 
againſt. the Uſe of Forms in the primitive Ages; 
2. To prove that they were uſed in tho Ages, by 
8 ſhort Hiſtorical Account of the Matter of Fatt. "4 
X T 


(49) 
The. firſt Authority which they objeQt againſt the 
Primitive Uſe of Forms of —_— is that of Jufin 
(a) 4pdl. 2. p. Martyr, (a) who tells us, that at the Communion 
"= the Chief Miniſter did ſend forth Prayers and Thankſ. 
givings, boy Nrews 'rury ; that is, ſay x ty according tg 
bis ability ; from whence they infer, that in Je/fin 
Martyr's days, the Miniſters pray'd by their own 
Gifts and Abilities ; but this hath been fo fully an- 

() Libert. x. (wer'd by our learned Dr. Faulkner, (5) thatI ama 
elf. 113. tothink 'rwill hardly be objefted any more, for he 
 hathprov'd at large, that & Araws, muſt Gignifie with 
| all his might, z. e. with his urmoſt intention and fer- 
(c) 4pol 2. vency ; for ſo, as he ſhews, it muſt neceſlarily ſignific 
o__ in another place of his Apology, (c) where, ſpeaking 
of the praying of Chriſtians in general at the Eucha- 
riſt, he tells us, that they did praiſe God with Prayers 
and Thankſgivings , lov Sree, that 'is, with all their 
might ; which cannot ſignifie , according to their 
Gitts and Abilities : fince whatſoever the Miniſter 
might do, it's certain, the People did not compoſe 
their own Prayers at the Euchariſt, and therefore it 
muſt ſgnifie, with their utmoſt fervour and intention; 
in which ſenſe, as he ſhews, the ſame phraſe is uſed by 

TS hey objeR againſt the 

_ Another Teſtimony t inſt the Uſe of 
(e) Sine Meni- Forms, is that of Tertslian, who Sr, E) That 
kb the Chriſtians did pray without a Monitor or Prompter, 
Tertul. Apoleg. becauſe they pray my their bearts ; in which words, 
ſay they, lin y alludes to a Cuſtom of - the Z7es- 
then, who in their publick Worſhip had a Monitor to 
dire&t them in what words, and to what God they 
were to offer up their Prayers; when therefore he ſays, 
that they pray'd without a Monitor, his meaning 
muſt be, ſay they, that they .pray'd without any one 
todire&t them what Form of words they were to pray in. 
To 
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(44) 
To which anſwer, -firſt, "Thar - ſing he” here 
ſpeaks of, the publick Worſhip,” s it ſeems moſt pto- 


*bable, it's evident that by this phraſe, without a Mo» 


zitor, he cannot mean, without any one to dictate or 
preſcribe a Form of words to them, for intheir ordi- 
nary publick Prayers, their Miniſter was the Mouth 
of the Congregation, and whether he pray'd by Form, 
or Extempore, his: words were a Form of words to 
them, in which they were obliged to frame and expreſs 
their Devotions ; ſo that either this phraſe, without 
a Monitor , muſt import ,; that they had none to di- 
Qate and miniſter to them in their publick Prayers, 
or it cannot import, that they had no publick Forms 
to pray by , becauſe if they had any to dictate to 
them, his extempore Prayer would have been as much 
a Monitor to dire them what words topray in, as if 
it had been a ſtated Form of Liturgy ; whatever there- 
fore this obſcure phraſe means, it's certain it cannot 
mean without a Form, unleſs it be allowed to mean 
without a Miniſter too. But then, 2/y, not to take 
notice of the various gueſſes which learned men make 
ar the meaning of it, and by which it is ſufficiently 
vindicated from meaning without a Form of Prayer, 
itſcems to me moſt probable, that, without a Monitor, 
here, is meant, without = one to corre&t them, when 
either they ted, or the Miniſter recited, the pub- 
lick Prayers fally, for the Gods of the Heathen being 
various, and having each their various Offices and 
Provinces allotted : 4 it was the manner of their 
Prieſts to begin their publick Sacrifices with a Form of 


Prayer, ( f) which began with an Invocation cf Fa- (f) 4. Geliz: 
nus and Veſta, and proceeded with various Invocations = —_ 


of all the greater Deities by name, (g) in which they (x) Rope. > 
implored tuch favours of each Deity , as lay withib tig. Rom. 1/3. 


their particular Province to beſtow : thus for inſtance, * ** 
G when 


(42) 
when they invocated Bacchus, they began thus, 9 
arva of Semele., the beftower of Richer, 

(b) cauſsb.in (b when they offer'd the Cake to Farus, O Father 

— Janus, with thu I offer thee my good Prayers, that they 

(i) Feſtus in wouldeſt be propitions to me, Gc. (3) fo for Jupiter 

verbor. fgnif. Dapalis, With this Cake, O Jupiter, / offer thee my good 
Prayers, that thow wouldſt have mercy on me, my Flouſe 

(#) Care dere aud Family ; (&) and fo for Mars, 7 pray thee , © 

Reftic. £114 Mars, to be propitions to me, my Field, and Corn, and 

(2) tbid. 141. Wine, and Cattel ; (1) which ſeveral Invocations, that 
there might be none of the names heres 
Gods pretermitted, nor none of the Prayers falſly or 
diſorderly recited or repeated , were with great care 
recited by a Prieſt, out of the Ritual, and repeated 

(») Briſex. de after him by the People, (mw) there being another 

formal114-% Prieſt appointed for a publick Monitor ; for ſo Pliny 

(») Plin.l. x4. tells us, (») When any of the Chief Magiſtrates dffer 

cap.*. certain Prayers, left any of the Sacred Words ſhould 

Pram cre: be omitted or prepelterenſy pronounc'd, they have one t 

ebſecraſe ſum- diftate them to them out of a Book, and another, who 

me Magiftra- Overſeer, diligently to attend ; and accordingly _ 


waters pre- obſerves , (s) That Prayer was made by the People, 
termitater aut two men going before or diflating to them : now that 
09% 7-;. this latter of the two, whom Pliny calls the Caſtor, or 
ye preire ali- Qyerſeer, was the Monitor whom 7ertu#ian alludes, 
quem r#7ſu/- to, ſeems very probable, becauſe; as Livy obſerves, 
f vis deriqui Bis buſineſs was preire populo, i. & to diftate to the 
etrendar, People after him, who, according to Pliny's account, 
«Fn 4. did de ſcripts preire, i. &. diflate to them out of the 
gue 4 pepule Book ; and ro what other purpoſe ſhould he diate to 


daxmvirs them what had been dictated bur wy to ad- 


; "a moniſh and corre& them when they talſly or 
diſorderly, eſpecially conſidering that the reaſor 
which Pliny aſſigns why this Ca/fos was appointed, was; 
leſt any of the Sacred Words ſhould be omitted or pres 

peſterouſy 


(43) 
repeated ; which was look'd upon as a very 
pfomn? - how could he prevent this unleſs it 
were his Office to admoniſh ang corre&t cither the 
8 Prieſt or or both, when he read,- or they re- 
peated them talſly ? this Monitor therefore was not he 
WH who read the Prayers or dictated them to the People 
| out of the Book, but he whoſe Office 'twas to over- 
WH fee either that they were rightly diftated or rightly 
"WH repeated, or both ; and indeed there was more need 


8 that be ſhould overſee that they were rightly repeated, 
& than that they wererightly dictat2d, becauſethey were 
8 dictated olit of a Book, and fo could not be focafily 
WW dictated as repeated falſly ; but ſuppoſe his Office 
WW were to overſee both, yet fince they were dictated in 
= order to their being repeated, he only overſaw their 
8 being diQtated rightly, in order to their being r_ 
.& rightly. When therefore 7ertsZian faith, We pray 
"i without a Monitor, his meaning is not that we pray. 
8 without a Prieſt to dittate, our Prayers to us, whe- 
| ther it were out of a Book, or extempore, but that we 
8 pray without a C«/fos, or Overſeer, either to admonith 
our People of their repeating the Prayers falſly, orto 
& admonith our Prieſts of their diRating them talſly, in 
order to the Peoples repeating them rightly, becauſe, 
faith he, we pray from our hearts, which words ma 
admit of a twofald interpretation ; firſt, becauſe we 
WH not vocally repeat our Prayers after our Prieſt, but 
only joyn.our affe&ions with them, and ſend up our 
8 heartsand deſires after them ; or, 2/y, becauſe wecan 
ſay our Prayers by heart, and ſo are in no great dan» 
ger of repeating them falſly, and conſequently have 
no ſuch need of a Monitor to obſerve _ correct us ; 
for it is well known how much 7ert«ian in all his 
Writings affets to imitate and expreſs the Greek, 
which renders him oftentimes ſo very mm 
G 2 there» 


) 7hornd. Re- ( p)) that his de peftore here, or from the heart, may be 
l Tr bd, a —— zorgnSifer , which fignifies, to 


(g) Soc. HP. 


L 5.6. 31. 


( 44 ) 


therefore it's enough, as hath been obſery'd. 


ſay by heart ; according to which account, theſe words' 
of ertulianare fo far from _— againſt the ufe 
of Forms, that they rather argue the uſe of them ; for 
ſince he only denies their having a Monitor, he doth 
in effc& grant their having a Prieſt to read the publick' 
Prayers to them as well as the Zeathen ; and if from' 
the beart be in Tertuliav's Language the ſame with' 
by heart, it's a plain caſe, that they ufed Forms ; for 
otherwiſe how could they have them by heart. That 
this is the true account of this difficult phraſe I will not 
confidently affirm, becauſe it is only my own fingle 
gueſs ; but whether ir be or no, it's certain it can no 
more \Fnifie without a Form of Prayer, than without 
a Miniſter to pray extempore, the one being as much a 
Monitor to-rhe People, as the other. 


The laſt Teftimony which our Brethren urge againſt 
the Antiquity of Forms of Prayer, is that of' Socrates 
Scholafticns , (q) whoſe words they thus tranſlate, 
everywhere MA. in all Worſhips of Prayer there are not 
two to be found that ſpeak > _ there- 
fore, 1a it's unli t u 
new oy Pol But how far this from the As 
of the Author , will evidently appear by conſidering 
what he had been before 9 ; in ſhort there 
fore, he had been- juſt before relating the diflerent 
Cuſtoms that were uſed: in ſeveral Churches, and# 
2 the reſt he tells us, that in Fel, Jeruſalem; 
and 7 beſſalia, the Prayers were made whilt the Candles 
were lighting, according tothe manner of the Nove- 
1tans at Conanrineple, and that in Ceſaria of Capps 
docia and Cyprus, the Presbyrers and Biſhops always 

| inter- 
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che Scripture on the Saturday and T.ord's- 
day inthe evening, the Candles being\hghred3- that 
the Novatians in the Heleſpont did not obſerve 'the 
fame manner -of praying with thoſe of Conſtantinople, 
but.that for the moſt part they followed the Cuſtoms 
of the chief Churches among them ; and then he con- 
cludes, wu porn: mwmeys x; ods, nice; Iynonelas Thy ound 
is ty Guporr dMMiogus evuparices Ne Bil 8 dui; 1. EC. upon the 
whole every where and among all the Worſhips of Prayer, 
there are mot two to be found that agree in the ſame 
thing ; where, by Worſbips of Prayer, it's plain,. he 
means the Ceremonies and Rares of 'Prayer that were 
uſed in ſeveral Churches ; for "'twas of theſe he had 
been immediately before diſcourſing, and therefore his 
meaning can be no more than this, that among all the 
conſtituted Kites and Ceremonies of Prayer that were 
uſed in the ſeveral Churches, there were not two to 
be found that agreed in the-ſame ; and. how doth it fol- 
low, that becauſe they did not uſe the ſame Rites and 
Ceremonies of Prayer , therefore they did not uſe 
Forms of Prayer ? for even now we. fee there are dif. 
ferent Rites of Prayer among thoſe Churches which do 
yet agree in uſing Forms of Prayer. | | 
And now I proceed to the ſecond thing propoſed, 
which was, to provethe uſe of Formsof Prayer inthe 
rimitive Ages, by a ſhort Hiſtorical Account of the 
of Fact, That in the firſt Age there” was a 
Gift of praying extempore by immediate inſpiration; 
ſeems highly . probable, both trom what the Apoſtle 
diſcourſes of praying in unknown Languages, 1 Cor. 14 


and from what St. Chryſoſtom aſlerts concerning it, (7 () cbr. 
viz. That together with thoſe miraculous Gifts which Rem-8- 26. 


were then poured out, there was a Gift of Praying, which 
was called by the Apoſtle, a Spirit, F4 which I who 
was endued with it, poured out Prayers. for all the People : 


and 


(,) Chryf. ibid. (5) 0) fre hg —_— mp which are pro- 


(46) 
and while chis Gift continued perhaps, which h 
it was, Or rip 10 tho pVc 
be uſed in publick, int places eſpecially 
ry) = only that of thaLord's Prayer 
and it may be in imitation of this Gift, upon which 
even in the Apoſtles time, the Chriſtians were apt to 
_ themſelves, ſome . might affect to pray ex- 
empore after it was wholly expired, bur it is vighly 
that upon the ceaſing or abatement of it, 
was in moſt places immediately ſupplied by Forms of 
Prayer, which were compoſed either of the words, or 
w—_—_ to the method and manner of thoſe i 
rages wm .colical perſons that heard and remem. 
ſo as the ſame St. Chry/ofom goes on, 


le for _ many things which are unprofitable, 
= therefore reg Gift 2 of Prayer was given to ſome one 
perſon that was there, i.e. m the Co 100, who 
ga for all that which was profitable for the univerſal 
Church, and taught _ to ſo; Arey to form 
Prayers acco rot m forth 
- Jo moe er} | —_—_ no other Prayers _- 
n publick, but only Forms either in or ekntnatne 
the Age of the Apoſtles —_—_ ſeems moſt probable 
that even from the Apoſto Age ſome part at leaſt 
of the publick Worſhip was pertorm'd in Forms of 
Prayer ; and if ſo, we have all the reaſon in the World 
to conclude, that theſe Forms were compoſed accord- 
ing to the — of rhoſe primitive inſpired Prayers; 
now that there were Forms from the Apoſtolical Age, 
ſeems highly probable, becauſe, fo far as we can find; 
there never was any diſpute among Chriſtians con- 
cerning the lawfulnels of praying by a Form ; had this 
way ot praying been introduc'd afrer the primitive 
Ages, it would have been a moſt obſervable innovation 


upon 


(47 ) 
uporr the primitive Chriſtianity, and that in ſuch a 
ck matrer of fact, that every Chriſtian could not 
take notice of it : now: that ſuch an open innova- 
tion ſhould be fo filearly admitted into the Church, 
without the leaſt conteſt or oppoſition, ſeems very 
raage, if not incredible ; *ris rrue, there were ſome 
innovations that crept 1n very early, without any op- 
poſition, but "none that was of fuch a publick cogni- 
zZance as this ; and unleſs the whole Chriſtian World 
had been faſt aſleep, it is hardly ſuppoſeable they would 
ever have.admitted ſuch a remarkable alteration in 
their publick Worſhip, as from praying extempore, to 
pray by « Form, without the leaſt contradiction ; if 
therefore praying by a Form were art innovation upon 
their Primitive Worſhip, it was certainly the moſt 
hicky and fortunate one that ever was of that kind, there 
being no ane innovation befides it of that publick na- 
ture, but what hath always found: powerful Adverſa- 
ries to withſtand it; but not to-infiſt upon probabilities, 
we will inquire into the matter of fat : And firſt we 
have thoſe three ancient Lirurgies, which are attributed 
to St. Peter, St. Mark, and St. — which though 
they have been all of them wofully corrupted by later 
Ages, yet are, doubtleſs, as to the purer parts of them, 
of great antiquity, and, probably, even trom the Apo- 
ſtolical Age ; for beſides, that there are many things 
in them which have a ſtrong reliſh of the ſimplicity 
and piety of that age, that ot St, James in particular, 
was of authority in» the Church of Jeruſalem, 
whereof he was the firſt Biſhop in St. Cyri/'s time, who 


wrote a Comment upon it , (2) and is declar'd by (r) Cyril Ca- 
Proclas , Archbiſhop of Conſtantinople, («) and the **% Mfags. 
fexth General Council, (w) tobe St. James's owncom- YA 
poſure ; which is a plain argument, of the great Anti- (») Cencil. 
quity,if not Apoſtolicalneſs of it ; for St, Cyri/ flouriſh'd 7% « 32 


in 


devip, in Cyr, 


( y) Fid. Dy. 
Cave': Life of 
$r. Cynil. 


x) Cyril Ca* 


(#) Conflir. 
Clem $0.12. 


(x)s. Jerom de in the year 750. and, as St. Ferom obſerves,” (xy ao 


tech Myſtag.5. 


(6) Cyprian de Was then uſed and.receiv'd in the Church ; (5) 7h 
Orat. Deminic, Prieſt, ſaith he, in the preface before the Prayer, pro 
pares the minds of the Brethren, by ſaying, Lift up you 


(48) 


poſed this on St. James's Liturgy-jnhy 
_ now it is not: to be imagur'd,, be 
would have commented on ir, had it not been of great 
authority in the Church of Feraſalem, and how eould 
it have obtain'd an t authority, had it not _beeq 
loantefrrcentred, | enaks at leaft 50 or $o years; 
ſuppoſing then , that he wrote this Colnment, Ann 
47, as tis very probable, ( y ) and that this Liturgy 
then been receiv'd in the Church of Jerafalem but 
700or 8 years,( and leſs cannot well be ſuppoſed it could 
not be above 170 years after the Apoſtolical Age that 
this Liturgy was receiv'd in the Church of Fera/alem. 
And that there are Forms of Worſhip in it as ancient 
as the Apoſtles, ſeems highly probable ; for firſt, there 
is all that Form, with a very ſmall variation from aur, 
call'd Sarſum corda, Lift ap your bearts, wellift them uy 
unto the Lord, it ts meet and right ſo to do, it s very meet, 
right, and our bounden duty to praiſe thee, &c. therefore 
with Angels and Arch- Angels Ec. all which is in St. Cy 
rif's Comment,{z) which 1s a plain argument,that 'rwai 
tmuch ancicnter than he,and the fame 1s alſo in thoſe an 
cient Liturgies of-Komezand A/exandria,and in the Con 
ſtitutions of St. Clemens, (4a) which all agree are « 
great antiquity, though not ſe great as they p_ 
And St.'Cyprian, - who was living within an hundred 
years after the Apoſtles, mentions it &s a Form that 


hearts, that ſo while the People anſwer, we lift thes 


up wnto the Lord, they may be admaniſtd, that thai 


ought to think of nothing but the Lord, And laſtly, 
St. Auſtin tells us, that this Sxrſam corda , which s 
the Name and Title of the whole following Form, and 
coſy 


(49) 
y includes it, even as Te Dewm & Yenite 
exaltemus do, the Hymns that go under that Title are 

verba ab ipſorum apoſtotorum temporibus petita, i. e. 

words derived from the very age of the Apoſtles, and 

the ſame is aſſerted by Nicephorus of the 7riſagium in 
Particular, Hift.1.18.c.53. and thateven from that pri- 

mitive Age there was a certain Form preſcribed in 
Baptiſm, is evident thoſe ſolemn Queſtions and 
Anſwers that were made by the Prieſts, and return'd 

by the perſon to be Baptized, for ſo Tertul. (c) ſpea- (c) Twrral. 
king of Baptiſm tells us, that the Soul u not efabliſhe ReſurretF. 
by the waſhing , but by the Anſwer, and St. Cyprian A 
expreſly calls it /nterrogatio Baptiſmi the SA, + 

ing Bapriſcn, (4) which plainly ſhews that there(7/9% 75 
were certain ions and Anſwers given and return'd * 

in Baptiſm, and what the Queſtion was may be gueſt 

by the Anſwer, which was this, wwniaua mw Zemui 

> nts Yeni, Tc] renounce Satan and bis works and pomps, 

Tc. (e) and accordingly Tertulian ( f ) in the Church («) Clem. Cor 
and under the hand ofthe Prieſt, We proteſt to renounce 7%; wy 
the Devil, this Pomps and Works, which form of que- hr. 

ſtion and reſponſal, Origen who lived not long atter 

derives from Chriſt or his Diſciples, Who is there, ſaith 

he, (g) can cafily explain the reaſon of ſome words, ( 5) in News, 
and Geſtures, 4 Orders, and Interrogations , and nil. 5 
Anſwers that are wſed in Baptiſm, which yet we obſerve 

and fulfil according as we firſt took them up, they bein 4 
lelrver'd to us by Tradition from our Great High Prieff, 

his Diſciples : It it be objeRted that this is no Form 
of Prayer, IT anſwer, that 'tis a limiting the Miniſter 
from exerciſing his own Gift in performing his Mini- 
ſterial Othee, and if in rming he might be lt- 
ited to a Form of 10n , why not to a Form of 
Prayer? And if the Church thought fit not to leave 
lim at liberty to queſtion _— in Baptiſm, it's 


very 
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very improbable it ſhould leave him at liberty to 
externmpore in publique, there being, 8s great « necels 
ty to prefcribe him « Form for the later as for the for 
mer ; and that de fats, rbere were Forms of Praye 
' as well as of Queſtion and Anſwer uſed in Baptiſm, 
is not only aftirmed in the Conſtitutions of St. Cls 
wens, but ſome of the Prayersalſo are there inſerted; 
(+) Com. Gon (þ) but that the Chriſtians did very carly uſe Forny 
_— Prayer in their publick Worſhip, is very eviden 
from the denominations which the primitive Writen 
() Jull.Mert. ick Prayers, ſuch as the Commes 
Ape. 
es and expreſt their 
+) ov. the Heathens then diſtinguithe, 
Cour. Cel L6. lick Forms of Prayer, (m) and conſequently in 
hom 14. * anguage of that Age, muſt fignifie a publique Form 
(=) Pidowid as tor that particular Form of Prayers ſo often 
b. 6.4+ foftiv. in our L . Glory be to the Father &c. St. 
on 4 fetches the Origji 


Bkekr.6 Dianifus of Alexandria (n) who was living, As 
29. 200, and Clemens of Alexandria who was living 4s. 
r6o, ſets down theſe words as the Chriſtians Form 
of Praiſing God, «irirns wy wire wagi 4 ty 0ve of 6 
wrkuuars, ( 6) Praifing the Father and the Son , with 
the Holy Ghoft ; and therefore, tho there are ſome who 
attribute the ure of this Euchariſtical Hyms 
ro the riſe of the Arian Se, yet from theſe Authorities 
it is much more probable that it was before coam- 
poſed and uſed in the Pablick Worth the Church, 
tor the Arians are ſharply reproved by the Orthodox 
Fathers, for altering this aotient Form into. Glory be 
@) Thend if ro the Father by the Son, and in the Holy Ghoſt ; (p) 
<4 and indeeda great panetehs grimkive Werlip ory 
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us _— their meet ings ker day were, —_—_ 
nendum Chrifts wt Deo, to a o-Chriſt TOSS 6 pant - 
and Zacies before him thus 
4 mm rrs mes , whole nights in watch mw 1d, nging 
of Pſalms (r fo alſo Jafftin Martyr dfrbive the C7 Leven 
Ervitins Li relts us ner troy | — mw 
gre » we are ts fing Hymns, and Pſalms, and Odes, 
and Praiſe, ( /) now it's evident that in Plinies and(/) Jett. 
—_ the Chriſtians uſed ſer Forms of Hymns ,7"z.. —— 
of Divine but alſo of Human compoſure ; ten. 

foro P tells us, (#) that early in the Marni ea 
mee 4 ry. > _— = to Chri $ : 
_ which Hymn 3s doubtleG of Human Com: 

ure, there being no Hyman to Chriſt in Scripture 
of that , as to take up a conſiderable part of 
their Service, and beſi L£uſebiua tells us, that 
———— various Pſalms and Odes com- 


a = that Paulw porn pg Ant (s) Caſh. Hp. 


thoſe _ that were made in the Ho- 
_ tions of Men of lat 
Ss (=) ehough in ll ty thoſe Hymns fred] —_ 
compoſed within much leſs has an hundred years 
after the olical Age, bur as for this Hyman which 
Pliny of , it was carlier, for it could not be 
much above ten years after the death of St. Joby, 
that Pliny gave this account of Chriſtians to P ar. 
and t to be ſure the Hyma he there ſpeaks of 
was uſed in the of theApoſtles ; and about the ſame 
time Lacian mention of a Prayer which they 
H 2 uſed 


fx) Lacan. 
Philep. 


( 52) 
uſed in- their Publick Worſhip an? mopic axf<adine, bes 
inning from the Father which doubtleſs was the Lords 
rayer, and of a famous Hymn added to the end of 
their Service (x) which in all probability was the 
Hyma that Pliny {| of. Since therefore the pri- 
mitive Worſhip did in a great meaſure conſiſt of 
Hymns which were Forms of Praiſe intermixt with 
Prayer, and ſorne of theſe of Human compoſure, this is 
an evident Teſtimony of the primitive uſe of F 
and doubtleſs, they who made no ſcruple of Praying 
by Form in verſe could not think it unlawful to Pray 
by form in Proſegfor that Praying in Meeter or com 
ſed Hymns was a very early Prattice in the Chriſtian 
Church, is evident from the Apoſtolical conftitutions 
where it is injoyned , 5. ad4@- = daxgychge inaannben, Het 
the People fing the verſes which anſwer adverſly to one 


jy) Gwfir- another (y) which way of ſinging- was fo At> 
val. " cient that Enſebias (s) it 25 an rn & to 
win. Ecl.l. prove the Efſenes Chriſtians, becauſe they ſung by 
4+” turns anſwering one another ;| but how could they 
thus anſwer to ong another in their Hymns and 
Prayers, unleſs. they had conſtant Forms of Prayer! 
But that they had ſuch Eorms of refſponſal in Prayer 
is evideat, becauſe, when Jaliax for the credit of Gew- 
tiliſm would needs dreſs it up vi. mite ri yoparty 3m 
(a) Sol. Bf. Cxoag, (a after the order of 7 Chriſtian Worſhip ; one 
L 5.4.35, thing w in he t to imitate it was, dab m 
myrbra in their conſtituted Prayers, that is, not-in 
having conſtituted Forms of Prayer, for that the 
Heathen had before, but in having ſuch conſtituted 
Forms as the Chriſtians had, that is, as Nazianzes cv 
plains it, diz#” wm © when, a Form of Prayer to be ſaid 
#) Nozian, 78 parts (&) for this way of Praying in;parts. Nite 
Orer. 1. p.102. phoras (Cc) Jerives from /gnatius who was a Scholar of 
++ Wk the Apoſtles, all which to me is a. plain. demon 


{tration 


oo T = SS © TS _7T —_— A Ss ww oe ww ww HF RNVw ww —— —_ rs wr —_— 


(53) 
firation of the great ity of Forms. And-that 

in Conftantines time the uſed Pablick Forms 

of Prayer, 'is evident from that often cited place of 

Enſebins (4 ) where he tells us of Conſtantines COM-(4) Euſeb. 
Godly Prayers for the uſe of his Souldiers, and Loud. Con- 
elſewhere tells us in particular what the Prayer was, *** 

We achnowledg rhee O God alone, Ge. (e) which is (#) i devir. 
a plain evidence that it was a fet Form of words. Bur fav. 140. 
it's Objeted that this Form was compoſed only for 

the uſe of his Souldiers, who were @ great part of 

them Heathens, and that Conſtantines- compoling it is 

a plain evidence, that at thattime there were no Pub- 

lick Formsin the Church, for if there had, what need 
Conſtantine have compoſed one? To which I Anſwer, 

that this Form indeed was compoſed only for his 

Heathen Souldiers, for as for his Chriſtian Souldiers 

the ſtory tellsus,' that he gave them Liberty ro gv to 

Church ; ( f) and therefore all that can be gathered f) #4 <. 19 
hence is, that the Chriſtian Church had no Form 

of Prayers for Heathen Souldiers, whickt is no great 

wonder, for it they had, its very unlikely that-the 

Heathen Souldiers would have uſed it, bur that they 

had Forms is evident, becauſe he calls the Prayers 

which Conſtantine uſed in his Court, tawnariee 217 roprer, 

decording to the manner of the Church of God, bas 

whitues (og) Authorized Prayers, which is the fame ,,\ 4,7. _ 
title which: he gave to that Form of Prayers, which 

he made for his Heathen Souldiers, (+ and therefore (6) #is, c. 194 
if by the Authorized Prayers which he preſcribed to 

his Souldiers, he meant a Form of Prayers as it's evi- 

dent -he'did, then by the Authorized Prayers which 

he-uſed in his "Court affer the- manner of the Church, 

he muſt mean a Form of Prayer alſo; and ſince he had 

a'Form of Prayers in- his Court after the manner of 

the Church, then the Church mult have a Form of 

Prayers too. Thus. 


gies, which without all queſtion 
(qui Teſtunones of 
Publick Forms; thus, St. Chryſoftom, (i) & # 
1(1) Chryf, x ad of] inopyauioen Vol Wis rerarcig wires 1% ey th n m7 
Cor, Home. 13.) me ermas bugs x wieree plas royers inns tr The ds yicunes, 
for thoſe who are poſſeſt with a Devil, and theſe why 
are under Penance, Common Prayers are made both by 
the People and Prieſt, and we of ſay one and the ſe 
fame Prayer, the Prayer which is fo yuil of mercy. A 
then he goes on and tells us how. when the Prieſt had 
Prayed tor the People ; that is, in that Ancient Form 
of difmiſſion the Lord be with you, they Prayed again 
for him in theſe words, and with thy Spirit, 


I confeſs to me it ſeems at leaſt highly probable, that 
uy COTE | —— 
Form of Liturgy ; but that upon occaſion they might in- 

ingle other Forms ctr of their own or other 
Mens in proceſs of time,this Kberry 
became very prejudicial to religion ; for by this means 
the Prayers of Hereticks were often —_ with 
the Publick Offices, and many unadviſed and ill cor 
Forms were introduc't into the Publick War 
ip, and this St. Auftiz complains of multi irraaxt 
in preces nou ſolim ab imperitis loguacibus, ſed etiam ab 
bereticis tas & per ignorantia fimplicitatem nos 
= valentes diſcernere utuntur ets arbitrantes gras bong 

(k) Auftin de : (4) Many there are ſpeaking of the Office 
——_— 4 take wp Pr -F over bead, + 
= compoſed not — ilfal Perſons, but alſo by He 
: reticks, and not being able to diſcers what they art 


through 
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rs in the Mor« (1) Concil. 


Id not bring << is, 
the publick Wor- 


Commiſhoners at the Sevey © undey- Concil. Loed. 
ſtand it, viz. that they ſhould uſe a A_ Prayers, Lofom 
in the publi OS ORE CAN 


ly received by the Church, andthat this Canon is to —_—— Anf. 
be of the received Forms, is evident both /,\ c,..1 6. 
from the 155b. and 191k. Conan of this Council, for bare. p. 11 

in the 25/6, £0 up into the 


- (9) Concil. Ls. 
to introduce new Hymns «. : 5.18,19. 


into the publick Service ot their own, or other mens 
as they had done to introduce new Prayers, 


and not bats > 
to call rhe for 10 Zertul. poſt aquim manualem 
Ge lumina ut qui de Scripruris vel de pro- 


& vocatur in medium _ Canere 
Fer Mow Sing their hands, and li the can = = ag ah 
1, any one #, called forth to fing to Go mn + u able, 


either 


( r ) Concil. 
Carth, 34. c. 
42. 


(36) 
either pat of the Scripture, or by bis own Gift of 
Jere ; but the of this h 


wards found as prejudicial to Religion as that of intre, 


ducing new Prayers, the Council thought fit to 
ſtrain it, and therefore in this 15th. Canon they 

bid rem Pſalms into the publick W 
ſhip, ſoin the 1876. they forbid the introducing new 
Prayers, there having been the ſame liberty and the 
ſame ill conſequence in both. And then in the 192k, 


Canon they dire&, that after the Homily the Prayers 


ſhould be ſaid for the Catechumeni, and when they werg 


gone, the Prayers for ſuch as were under penance, and 


when they have received the _—_— of hands and art 
departed, then let the three Prayers for the faithful be 
offered ap, the Firſt ſoftly or every man to himſelf, the 


Forms of Prayer for the forenamed occaſions ; for 
how could the _—_— ſay the Firſt of the three 
Prayers for the faithful tro themſelves, and the other 
two alond, unleſs they were Forms which they 
learnt by heart and were conſtantly uſed too. Aﬀer 
this there being as St. Aufti» complai dif- 
orders in the Africans Churches t 
ſed and Heretical prayers which the Miniſters foiſted 
into their publick Worſhip, and in which as it ſeems 
the Father was ſometimes mentioned for the Son, and 
the Son for the Father, it was Ordained in the third 
Council of Carthage (r) that none in their Prayers 
ſhould name the Father for the Son, or the Son for the 
Father, but that when they came to the Altar they ſbould 
direft their Prayers to the Father, & quicunque fibi 
preces aliunde deſcribit non cis utatur nif1 prius eas cum 
inſtractioribus Fratribus contulerit, i. e. and whoſoever 
ſhall write out Prayers for himſelf from elſe where, that 
is, 


_— >> © a «ond tt oo TT 6 aS.oct. a £ 


tend allowed. for what elſe carrbe mcenr by a/ixx 

il he fo uſe them till be bb Hef nfl. 
with bis more learned Brethren; w 

is a plain evidence tht they uſed Forms before, other- 

wile how ELITES 


Concil, Mi- 


teen approved of tn rhe Council regen 6 12. 
Commendations, or 1hOws 
ad, and that wone be Aral gn wet qr 


(1) Coneil. 
Lad. c, it. 


= 


cil of Chalcedon, (*) An. 45 1. By which eſtabliſhment /+, 
the whole Chriſtian Church was obliged to the uſe of chaleg. t. 
Lirdrgies, fo far as the authority of the general Coun- 
cil extends. And then in the year 541, "theſe Canons 
afe made Imperial Laws by the Em ftinian, 
who enafted ( «) that the Canons of t OUr genes [a Fufin. N- 
ral Councils of Nice, — far, and wel. 131.6. 1. 
Chal- 


Chalcedon 


of the remiſlneſs of ſome Biſhops that | 
take care ,to inforce the obſervance of the lacred Cy 


« 46; acyrapuds; x; ts axis harnipars agyow;;tr Firgipuren were 
wot acquainted with the Prayer of the Holy Oblatin 
and Holy Baptiſm, (w) then he declares that for 
the ſuture, he was reſolved to puniſh the Tranſgreſſon 
of the Canons, which had it been done before,ſai h be, 
Ligne hawidu}ur dr x as Dole CngrarSddrecr Mecrwp ies Tre tad Th 


(a) 1d. ih. ©. bs ruxgioe ON Hnhan agrirer icCatnly, (x) Every one would baw 


indeavoured to learn the Divine Liturgios that be might 
wet be ſubjet to the condemnation of the Divine Ca 
nens, Which is a plain argument, not only that there 
were Form'd Liturgies before J«/tinian, tor otherwik 
how could he expe&t the Clergy ſhould learn them! 
But that theſe Liturgies had been long before eſtabliſte 
by che Canons of the Church: And then 

other things he requires, that for the future, ſuch as 
were to be ordained ſhould, «xy ian # Iricr aprrnnxudly 
# it Ti djig nmreniy ooh ty + 6 dip Garicuan dir i 


J) #.16. 03 x5 dermis eprowatn ( y) Recite the Office for the Holy 


Communion, and the Prayer for Holy Baptiſm, and 
the reſt of the Prayers ; which Prayers were not 
made in Jeſtiniazs time, but long before, they 
being, as be tells us before, eſtabliſhe by che E6 
<leſiaſtical Canons ; and after this, he enjoyas all By 
ſhops and Presbyters, «i ww # crmniuurcr d30e ware gar 
ad mairy new Samus # ar pine p *; # 6 3 ap han 

710 pak 
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Gn"—_ —_ z) That t/ Re wot '- >< po e. 6. 


wyers filently, but ſo as that x'4 cople might hear 
th x ag fo their minds might be bes fp to an bigher 
eh ho Devetion, thus, for near ſix hundred years 
hriſt, we have ſufficient Teſtimony of the 
Pablick ſe of Forms of Prayer. 

And from henceforth or a little after, down to Mr. 
Calvins time, all are agreed that no other Prayers 
were admitted into the Publick Worſhip, but what 
were contain'd in the eſtabliſhe Lirurgies of the re- 

ive Churches, and even that o_ light of the 
eformation, Mr. Catvin, though -- afſed to Pray cx- 
after his LeQture, yer one uſed a Form 


rempore 
before, (a) and his-Prayers before and after Sermon (-) Prof #4 
were rather bidding of Prayers,according to the ancient 27<07<-" —_ 


uſage, than formal Pra ers, rs, (4) and a uſed a Form (+4) Ber. i» 
himſelf, fo he compoſed one fo 

which -was afterwards cſtablifſht Þy the at Ge- 
neva, and in his Letrer prop} ProteQor i in the 
Reign of Edward the 6th. he thus declares his judg- 


ment concerning Publick Forms, {c) For ſo much as (c) Colvin 


concerns the Forms of Prayers, and Ecclefiaſtical Rites, —— 
I highly approve that it be determined ſo, as that it 
wot be lawful for the Mmiſters in their Admi- 
vitration te vary from it, nar is there any one reformed 
Church, whether Calvieiftical or Lutheran, but what 
hath ſome Publick Office or Form of Prayer, eſpecially 
for the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, ſo that our 
Diſſenting Brethren in Eng/and who diſallow the uſe 
of Publick Forms do ſtand alone by themſelves from 

all the World; and as for that extempore way of Pra 

ing which they ſo much Celebrate, and tor the lake 
which they deſpiſe and vihfic our Publick Litur- 
gy , as a relick of Popiſh Idolatry ; they would do 
well to conſider who it was that firſt introduc't it into 
| I 2 Emland, 


the Sunda ice, I ng. 


Friar, who in the 

People from the thereby to ſerve the ends of 

Popery, began to Pray extempore with ſuch wonders 

ful Zeal and Fervour, that he deluded « great many 

fimple People, for which be wes akerwards amply 
{d) Vie. Foxes rewarded b by the Pope ; AY Lo him one 7homg 
more, Heath a Je me method exclairning 


p7 
againſt —— ing up Spiritual or Cs 
(«) 14 p.17. tempore Prayers, (e) ys to Havide the 


from our Publick Worlhip, the Biſhop of Rs: 
cheſter by whom he was That be bod been 
fix years is England —_ — fy mp 16 refine the ay pe 
—_ take off all ſwacks of Ceremonies, and to wake 
(f) Of which the Church = (.f) And I hope when our Brethren 
Bert * have well conſidered NILS Ada is they. joys with, and 
Learned Tres- CC __ , While they thus decry 
advance 


cit, The aw2- our Liturgy their own extempore Praye 

| be. EIS OE memes ib chey will at laſt ice cauſe tg 

TY miſtake which none but the Church of Rome 
| ve cauſe to thank them tor. 


Caſe VL 


Whether it be lawful to comply with the uſe of Pub 
lick Forms, when they are mpoled 2 


In Anſwer to which a very few words will ſuffice 
for it hath been already proved, that the uſe of Pub 
lick Forms is univerſally lawful, there being nothing 
either in Scripture, or or the Nature of the thing, that 
forbids it, but a, great deal in both that approve 
and warrants it, & that now che queſtion is op mn 
than this, Whether a lawful rhing when impoſed may 
be Lawtully complyed with? The —— 

oy 
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